
ENGAGING WITH COMMUNITIES

COMMUNITY LIAISON COMMITTEE MEETINGS

IESO Nova Scotia recently hosted the May Community
Liaison Committee (CLC) meetings for the proposed Fast-
Acting Natural Gas Power Generation projects, on April
29  for the Marshdale project and May 13  for the Salt
Springs project.
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Key topics of discussion included groundwater study
results, which confirmed the need for lower-water-use
technology systems; requests for more information about
the revised systems when it becomes available;
emergency response planning and coordination with local
volunteer fire services; transportation and road
considerations related to heavy trucking; and upcoming
project milestones, such as the release of the Request for
Proposals (RFP). 

The minutes for all CLC meetings to date have now been
posted on our website, and can be found at ieso-
ns.ca/engagement.

We continue to be grateful to all CLC members for taking
the time to participate, and for bringing forward their
questions, concerns, and ideas around potential
community benefits. If you are interested in joining one
of our CLCs, you can email us for more information at
community@ieso-ns.ca.

ONGOING ENGAGEMENT

IESO Nova Scotia continues to meet with local elected
officials, Mi’kmaw organizations and communities, local
residents and business owners, and other key
stakeholders as part of ongoing project engagement
activities.

FAST-ACTING
NATURAL GAS
PROJECTS UPDATE
COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER – MAY 2026

IESO Nova Scotia is the province’s new independent energy
system operator — a not-for-profit created by provincial law
to take over long-term planning, new resource procurement,
and operation of the electricity grid from Nova Scotia Power,
on behalf of Nova Scotians. 

Our mandate is to deliver a secure supply of electricity for
Nova Scotians at the best possible cost. With growing
electricity demand, our ongoing transition to renewable
energy, and peak events including extreme weather putting
severe stress on the system, Nova Scotia urgently needs
new firm generation capacity to maintain energy supply
reliability. 

As Nova Scotia phases out coal and significantly ramps up
renewable generation, a significant portion of the province’s
electricity will come from variable sources like wind, which  
isn’t constant.

To ensure there is a secure supply of electricity for homes,
schools, hospitals, and businesses when renewables aren’t
enough to meet demand, such as during a winter deep freeze
when the wind isn’t blowing, Nova Scotia needs fast-acting
generation to provide backup power to the system. These
facilities are designed to ramp up quickly when they are
needed and power down when they’re not, and to have a
pathway to future operation without the use of fossil
fuels. 

They are one part of a complete energy resource portfolio,
which also includes significantly expanded battery storage
and continued additions of renewable generation like wind,
that will work together to meet our province’s needs. 

You can find out more about this project at ieso-
ns.ca/procurement/, learn about our approach to public
engagement at ieso-ns.ca/engagement/, and read about
more opportunities to get in touch with us in this newsletter.



Email: community@ieso-ns.ca

Website: ieso-ns.ca

AQUIFER TEST RESULTS

FEDERAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT DECISION
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Our commitment has always been that, if sufficient water
supply is not found at the proposed sites to enable the
operation of a facility without impacting local well water
levels, IESO Nova Scotia and the successful proponent will
utilize technology that does not require high water
volumes, noting that this will come at higher cost to Nova
Scotia electricity customers.

IESO Nova Scotia has completed desktop research and field
assessments to better understand local groundwater
resources and aquifer conditions in the project area. The
studies confirmed that groundwater availability in the area
is limited, meaning high-water-use emissions control
technologies are not considered suitable. Alternative
technologies that require significantly less water will be
evaluated.

IESO Nova Scotia has received decisions from the Impact
Assessment Agency of Canada (IAAC) confirming that the
proposed Marshdale and Salt Springs fast-acting generation
facilities do not require federal impact assessments.

IAAC determined that existing provincial and federal
legislative and regulatory frameworks are sufficient to
address potential effects related to the projects. These
include, but are not limited to: the Fisheries Act, the Species
at Risk Act, the Migratory Birds Convention Act, 1994, the
Migratory Birds Regulations, 2022, the Nova Scotia
Environment Act, the Air Quality Regulations, Contaminated
Sites Regulations, the Nova Scotia Water Resources
Protection Act, the Nova Scotia Endangered Species Act, and
the Nova Scotia Special Places Protection Act.

The projects are also required to obtain numerous permits
through Nova Scotia Environment and Climate Change, and to
comply with the many conditions associated with its
Environmental Assessment approvals, alongside continuing
with ongoing community engagement.

For more information, or to read IAAC’s decisions with
reasons, visit: 

https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/proj/90114
(Salt Springs)
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/proj/90111
(Marshdale)

In March, IESO Nova Scotia publicly posted draft documents
relating to the fast-acting generation procurement, including
the draft RFP and draft Tolling Agreement, for stakeholder
feedback. We received many comments from interested
stakeholders — from potential developers to community
members — and have been working to integrate them into
the process and provide further clarifications where needed.
We expect the competitive process to launch this spring.

Qualified proponents will be invited to submit proposals for
projects that meet extensive mandatory requirements
around environmental protections and permitting, technical
performance, and community and Mi’kmaw benefits, and will
be evaluated based on delivering all of these requirements at
the best possible cost to electricity customers.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP)

IESO Nova Scotia is compiling a local business directory to
share with the successful proponent that will design, build,
own, and operate the proposed facilities. The directory is
intended to help familiarize the proponent with the wide
range of local businesses, services, suppliers, and expertise
available in the area, and to help promote local economic
participation wherever possible.

Businesses of all types and sizes are encouraged to
register, including contractors, trades, accommodations,
food services, transportation providers, retailers,
professional services, suppliers, and other local businesses. 

Register your company on our directory online at 
ieso-ns.ca/businessregistration

OPPORTUNITIES FOR LOCAL BUSINESSES

IESO Nova Scotia
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STAY IN TOUCH
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