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Thank you to everyone who attended our first public open
houses and shared your questions, concerns, and ideas. Your
input is an important part of this process, and these events mark
the beginning of a series of ongoing engagement opportunities.

On November 12 and 13, 2025, IESO Nova Scotia hosted
inaugural open houses for the proposed Salt Springs and
Marshdale fast-acting natural gas power facilities. The project
team was present fo introduce the projects, share Environmental
Assessment Findings, and discuss fopics such as emissions,
noise, water use, and potential community benefits. Between 75-
100 community members stopped by each open house to view
project maps and renderings, speak directly with the project
team, and provide valuable feedback.

Photo 1: Salt Springs Open House

We appreciate everyone who took the time to participate. All
display materials from the open houses are available on our
website at www.ieso-ns.ca. We look forward to continuing this

Photo 2: Marshdale Open House o conversation.
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Q: Who will own and operate the facility?

A: The facility will be built, owned, and operated by an organization selected through a competitive public process led by I[ESO
Nova Scotia. We expect to announce the chosen proponent by summer 2026. [ESO Nova Scotia is currently leading project
development until a successful proponent is selected.

Q: How will the facility affect my water well, and how will you make sure it doesn’t run dry?

A: We know water is a top concern, especially after the recent drought, and we take potential impacts on local wells seriously.
Before construction, local wells will be tested for quantity and quality to guide the facility’s design and minimize any effects on
the aquifer.

The Project requires a groundwater withdrawal permit from the Department of Nova Scotia Environment and Climate Change,
which includes ongoing monitoring of water resources. If any changes are defected, additional measures will be taken fo protect
local wells.

To support both design and permitting, an aquifer test well and pump test will be completed in December to provide valuable
information on water availability. Our commitment is to ensure community wells remain safe and reliable.

Q: What happens to the water discharged from the facility, and will it be safe for the environment?

A: All water used in the facility will be carefully treated, neutralized, and tested before being gradually released. This ensures it
meets government regulations, contains no hazardous substances, and protects the local environment. The project team will also
closely monitor the water and take action immediately if any issues are defected.

Q: Will the facility be noisy? What will it sound like?

A: The facility has been designed to keep noise low, using features like landscaping, noise barriers, and natural vegetation. A
sound study shows that noise levels will stay below government limits. For context, the overnight noise in nearby areas is
expected to be similar to the sound of a running fridge outside your home. Noise will be monitored during operation to make
sure levels stay below limits, and construction hours may be limited to reduce disruption.

Q: Will the facility affect air qudlity in the area?

A: Air quality studies show that the facility will be below government limits for key pollutants like nitrogen dioxide, carbon
monoxide, or fine particles, including at nearby homes. The facility will use advanced emissions controls and will be monitored
continuously during operations to make sure it stays within safe limits. It will also only operate when renewable energy sources
aren’t available, which helps further keep emissions low.
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This is what we heard cont.

Q: How will the project support community groups and the local economy?

A: The project team will work with the community, including the Community Liaison Committee (CLC), to shape a local benefits
program. This could include sponsoring events, providing grants to community groups, and investing in local infrastructure.
Local businesses and skilled people will also benefit. Construction is expected to create 100-125 short-term jobs, with 10-15
longer-term positions during operations, plus opportunities for training in energy operations, maintenance, and safety. If you are
a local skilled person or business in the area that can contribute to the project, please contact us.

Community Liaison Committee

We are establishing a Community Liaison Committee (CLC) for each project to help ensure open, ongoing dialogue between
the project team and the community. The CLC will provide a space for residents to ask questions, share concerns, and offer
input as the project moves forward. The committee’s role is fo support transparency, build understanding of project activities,
and help identify opportunities for meaningful community involvement and benefits. At a recent open house, residents
expressed interest in joining the CLC, and we look forward fo holding the first meeting in early 2026. If you are interested in
joining the CLC or would like o learn more, please reach out fo community@ieso-ns.ca.

Environmental Assessment

We will be filing the Project's Environmental Assessment (EA) in late December at both the provincial and federal levels. The EA
evaluates potential environmental, social, and economic effects of the project and outlines measures to minimize impacts.
Provincially, the EA is managed by Nova Scotia Environment and Climate Change, and the public will have 40 days to provide
comments (EA@gov.ns.ca, (902) 424-3600). Federally, the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada will post the document online for
public comments, with a comment period of 20 - 30 days. You can find the environmental assessment when available provincially
and federally here:

« NSECC: https://novascotia.ca/nse/ea/projects.asp
« IAAC: htips://www.iaac-aeic.gc.ca/

Hard copies of the EAs will also be available at John's Country Canteen (3318 NS-4, Salt Springs), Hopewell Canada Post Office
(4628 Trafalgar Road, Hopewell), and the Municipality of Pictou County Administration Building (46 Municipal Drive, Pictou). Stay

tuned to our website or join our email list for updates on the Environmental Assessment.
Ways to stay engaged

WWWw.ieso-ns.ca

© community@ieso-ns.ca or contact us here fo join our email list

@ Request to meet with a member of the project team




