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Overview of Stakeholder Feedback on Draft Procurement Documents  
 

In March 2026, draft versions of the fast-acting generation procurement documents were published on IESO Nova Scotia’s 
website, providing industry, regulatory, and community stakeholders an opportunity to share their input and identify areas 
where further clarity was needed.  

Below is an overview of feedback received, IESO Nova Scotia’s responses to comments and requests, and any resulting 
updates that were reflected in the final versions of the documents now published. 
 

Document / 
Section 

Theme Summary of Comments Summary of IESO Nova 
Scotia Response 

Incorporation into Updated 
Documents 

Economic Bid 
Statement 

Currency and 
Cost Recovery 

Requests for USD bidding and 
additional synchronous 
condenser cost recovery. 

Bids remain in Canadian 
dollars; operating electricity 
costs can be recovered 
through contract 
mechanisms. 

Yes – Exhibits J/J2 updated. 

RFP 1.2 
Purpose and 
Background 

Natural Gas 
and Energy 
Transition 

Questions on emissions, net-
zero alignment, and long-term 
gas reliance. 

Procurement aligns with 
Clean Power Plan and IRP; 
facilities require future non-
emitting fuel pathway. 

No major revision. 

RFP 1.2 
Purpose and 
Background 

Commercial 
Operation Date 
(COD) 

Concerns around 2030 COD; 
requests for flexibility to enable 
pricing optionality. 

Multiple COD options 
allowed. 

Yes – COD options expanded to 
2029–2032. 

RFP 1.2 
Purpose and 
Background 

Permitting and 
Community 
Engagement 

Requests to clarify 
responsibility for remaining 
approvals and engagement. 

Proponents assume 
remaining obligations after 
award. 

Clarification only. 

RFP 1.2 
Purpose and 
Background 

Early Delivery 
Incentives 

Requests to reward earlier 
project completion. 

Earlier COD allows earlier 
contract revenues. 

Yes – reflected in 
schedule/evaluation approach. 
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Document / 
Section 

Theme Summary of Comments Summary of IESO Nova 
Scotia Response 

Incorporation into Updated 
Documents 

RFP 2.1a Team 
Experience 

Qualifying 
Experience 

Broaden experience 
requirements to increase 
competition. 

Experience window expanded 
while maintaining project 
scale requirements. 

Yes – qualifying projects 
expanded to 25 years. 

RFP 2.1b 
Technology and 
Capacity 

Technology 
Neutrality and 
Capacity 

Requests to clarify capacity 
definitions and avoid favouring 
specific technologies. 

Technical requirements 
clarified. 

No change – subsequent 
procurements for other 
technologies are planned. 

RFP 2.1b 
Synchronous 
Condenser 

Requirement 
and 
Compensation 

Requests to remove or reduce 
synchronous condenser 
obligations. 

Requirement remains; 
compensation mechanisms 
retained. 

Yes – compensation 
mechanism updated to include 
adjustment for reactive power 
consumption.   

RFP 2.1c Site 
Selection 

Site Selection 
Rationale 

Questions about Marshdale and 
Salt Springs selection and 
redundancy. 

Sites selected for 
infrastructure proximity and 
cost-effectiveness for 
electricity customers. 

No change. 

RFP 2.1d Future 
Fuel Capability 

Non-Fossil Fuel 
Pathway 

Clarification requested on 
acceptable transition pathways. 

Independent review of 
Proponent submitted report 
to verify compliance; Carbon 
Capture and Storage not 
sufficient. 

Yes – Exhibits L and T updated. 

First Nations 
Requirements 

Economic 
Benefit 
Framework 

Requests for clarity on timing 
and negotiation responsibilities. 

Framework provided before 
bid deadline; direct 
negotiations by Proponents 
not required. 

No change. 

Community 
Benefits 

Community 
Contributions 

Requests for dollar values and 
community scope. 

IESO Nova Scotia establishes 
contribution values and 
community process. 

Yes – RFP and TA updated. 

Interconnection 
Requirements 

Delay 
Responsibility 

Concern over penalties 
resulting from third-party 
delays. 

Specific delays were added 
as Force Majeure events. 

Yes – TA updated. 

RFP Schedule Procurement 
Timeline 

Timeline considered 
compressed and equipment 
lead times challenging. 

Schedule revised and COD 
flexibility added to enable 
pricing optionality. 

Yes – timeline updated and 
COD range expanded. 
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Document / 
Section 

Theme Summary of Comments Summary of IESO Nova 
Scotia Response 

Incorporation into Updated 
Documents 

Transparency 
and Disclosure 

Public Access 
to Information 

Requests for greater disclosure 
of pricing and project 
information. 

Transparency balanced 
against competitive 
procurement needs to secure 
best possible pricing for 
electricity customers. 

No major change. 

Tolling 
Agreement 

Performance 
and Availability 

Requests for stronger linkage 
between payments and 
performance. 

Performance requirements 
retained, with some 
clarifications. 

Yes – startup and performance 
provisions added. 

Tolling 
Agreement 

Fuel 
Management 
and Cost 
Recovery 

Need clearer treatment of fuel 
costs and environmental 
compliance costs. 

Fuel Delivery & Management 
plan governs procurement 
and reimbursement. 

Yes – provisions clarified. 

Tolling 
Agreement 

Government 
Funding 

Requests for stronger incentives 
to pursue grants and external 
funding. 

Generator required to pursue 
available funding. 

Yes – requirement added. 

Tolling 
Agreement 

Force Majeure Requests for broader relief 
related to transmission and 
permitting delays. 

Additional grid-related events 
recognized. 

Yes – Force Majeure expanded. 

Exhibit T 
Functional 
Specifications 

Technology and 
Operational 
Requirements 

Clarification sought on startup, 
ramp rates, fuel switching, 
black start, emissions, and 
water use. 

Functional requirements 
rewritten and clarified. 

Yes – extensive Exhibit T 
revisions. 

Site Lease Financeability 
and Land 
Rights 

Concerns about lender 
protections and assignment 
rights. 

Ownership transfers after 
COD; lender protections 
maintained. 

Yes – assignment language and 
cure periods revised. 

 


