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Fast Acting Natural Gas Power Generation – Salt Springs 

Community Liaison Committee Meeting Minutes 

February 10, 2026 

6:30pm, Hybrid meeting format 

 

1. Welcome and Introductions (All) 

Welcome remarks from Chair. A round of introductions was completed by all. 

2. Review of Community Liaison Committee Terms of Reference (All) 

IESO Nova Scotia presented the benefit of having a Community Liaison Committee. 

Following this, the Terms of Reference were reviewed with the Committee. 

 

Key Points Raised by CLC Members: 

• A CLC member asked what is meant by “support resources,” noting members 

currently manage their own internet research and printing and have placed a 

copy of the Environmental Assessment at the library. IESO Nova Scotia clarified 

that "support resources” was initially intended to include meeting space and 

refreshments, while members expressed a need for more printed materials and 

more direct access to the IESO Nova Scotia procurement team. 

• Clarification requested on what is meant by community benefits and if the 

members facilitate these benefits. IESO Nova Scotia stated it was a best 

practice for proponents of large projects that may have impact on the local 

area to be open to delivering community investment and sponsorship. Examples 

were provided from wind projects in New Ross and Ellershouse. 

• CLC member expressed that the word "accountable" could imply liability – 

updated wording suggested - “conduit” to the community or “representatives 

in good faith of the community.”  Question was raised if Directors & Officers 

(D&)O) liability was needed by members.  IESO Nova Scotia confirmed that D&O 

liability was not required as no decisions are being made. 

• CLC member asked if there was Mi'kmaw representation on the committee. 

IESO Nova Scotia stated its desire to be inclusive of all communities, thus the 

emphasis placed on Indigenous membership in the Terms of Reference; and 

that IESO Nova Scotia is also undertaking direct engagement with Mi’kmaw 

communities and leadership. 

• CLC member asked about their role in addressing resident questions and 

misinformation, noting the committee should be well informed to help provide 

accurate information in the community. Common questions and more info 

needed on: 

o The use of light fuel oil and its associated emissions – IESO Nova Scotia 

explained that using light fuel oil is a necessary part of developing a 
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cost-effective power generation facility for Nova Scotia and is a 

pathway to non-emitting fuels. 

o The use of hydrogen in the facility - IESO Nova Scotia explained that as 

the supply chain matures for hydrogen, a blend can be used but 

currently no source for this in the Maritimes. 

o Emissions comparison between coal and natural gas (natural gas emits 

55% less greenhouse gases than coal) 

o Simple vs combined cycle natural gas turbine technology 

o Environmental impacts on water and air quality 

•  

Action:  

• IESO Nova Scotia to include the above points in the Terms of Reference and 

review an updated version at the next meeting.  

• IESO Nova Scotia to prepare additional printed materials for the CLC and 

community more broadly. 

• Members requested additional in person community meetings. As a next step, 

IESO Nova Scotia noted there is a scheduled update to MOPC at a Committee of 

the Whole meeting on March 4. 

3. Project Update (IESO Nova Scotia / Strum Consulting)  

a. Environmental Assessment (EA) Registration 

• An overview of the coordinated provincial and federal Environmental 
Assessment (EA) processes was provided as well as an outline on next steps (i.e. 
additional work on Industrial Approval, wetland alterations, further defining 
any impacts to aquatic life). It was emphasized that, beyond the EA process, 
there is still a lot of time for community members to ask questions and provide 

feedback directly to IESO Nova Scotia.    

• A CLC member asked what “federal authority required” means. Strum 
explained that if the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (IAAC) determines 
more attention is needed on federal valued components (key environmental, 
health, social, economic, or cultural factors considered in a federal 
environmental assessment) than what is covered in the provincial EA, federal 
permits and approvals may still be required, even if the project is not subject 
to a full federal assessment. 

• A CLC member asked how the EA process applies when final facility design 
occurs afterward. IESO Nova Scotia explained that the final design must comply 
with all EA conditions and environmental regulations, and that the EA was 
submitted based on a general Simple Cycle Combustion Turbine design. 

• A CLC member asked how the community will be informed if changes or 
modifications are made to the facility's design/technology, noting it is difficult 

to support the project without clear detail and understanding of related 
processes. It was explained that the current application met the December 31, 
2025 deadline for Environment and Climate Change Canada’s planned unit 
designation, and the next step is to refine the project based on EA conditions. 
Any future changes must result in equal or lower impacts than those assessed in 
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the EA; if changes could increase impacts, approval from the EA Branch would 
be required. 

• A CLC member asked about water being stored in retention ponds and later 
released to Six Mile Brook, noting the EA drawing shows a trench to a tributary. 
IESO Nova Scotia explained that any withdrawal or release would require 
permits, and measures are in place to manage water movement and avoid 
impacts, particularly to fish; if impacts were identified, approvals under the 

Fisheries Act would be required. Further, water released back into the 
environment must be identical to its receiving environment (i.e. temperature, 
composition). MP Sean Fraser also responded to a CLC member’s letter on this 
issue, emphasizing the concern is taken seriously and that guidelines are in 
place to limit potential impacts to waterways.  

• CLC Member asked how the amount of water being withdrawn from 
groundwater sources is managed to limit impact on local wells and 
watercourses. IESO Nova Scotia explained if, based on aquifer testing, 
insufficient groundwater is available, an alternative technology could be 
used requiring less water for emissions control. 

• CLC Member shared that DFO has decided not to continue and fund West River 
studies – this was a "cold brook” project. Strum explained that there are no 
impacts related to the discontinuation of the study.  

▪ CLC Member asked what about process for water use and release during 
facility’s operations. IESO Nova Scotia clarified that most water will be 
released as vapour during operations.  

▪ A CLC member requested more information about the Nova Scotia Minister of 
Environment and Climate Change’s February 19 decision date for the Provincial 
EA, noting community concerns about proceeding before further engagement 
and discussion of alternatives. 

▪ A CLC member expressed concern about construction potentially starting in 
2026 and the difficulty of weighing project costs and the health of local 
residents. IESO Nova Scotia noted there is still time, and there will be many 
more opportunities, for community feedback, and that two sites (Salt Springs 

and Marshdale) are still being evaluated; even after decisions are made, 
construction would not begin immediately. 

▪ CLC Member expressed that a 100 foot smoke stack is not tall enough to 
dissipate emissions given the proximity to Mount Thom.  

 
b. Site Investigations 

• IESO Nova Scotia gave overview of ongoing and planned site investigations: 

o Geotechnical work 

▪ Informs construction cost assumptions 

▪ Test pits for geotechnical underway in next couple of weeks  

o Water aquifer testing 

▪ Winter weather delayed testing that was anticipated to be 
completed in December  

▪ Aquifer pump test will follow the drilling   
▪ A CLC member asked that if water is a key requirement for 

facility operations, why water availability was not a primary 

criterion in selecting the site.  
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▪ CLC Members provided the following suggestions related to 
water resources:  

• Consider using Salem aquifer (approximately six miles 
from proposed site) - has substantial water resources.  

• Consider using Forbes Lake as a water source -Town of 
New Glasgow pumps water from there.  

• Instead of discharge into stream, inject back into aquifer. 
• Consider using the Michelin plant site as an alternate 

location. 
• IESO Nova Scotia expressed that water is an important 

part of the design and that if insufficient groundwater is 
available, an alternative technology could be 
used requiring less water for emissions control. 

 

c. Request for Proposals (RFP) 

• IESO Nova Scotia gave an update on the RFP process – will launch in March and 
contract awarded in summer 2026. Process began with a Request for Expression 
of Interest in Fall 2025 and gathered a list of interested organizations. 

• Draft RFP and Tolling agreement to be released for industry comment shortly. 

• The RFP process will take place over the coming months, during which 
community engagement will continue, with time to maintain discussions and 
consider alternatives. 

 
Action: 

• IESO Nova Scotia to report back on EA decision at next CLC meeting. 

4. Questions / Concerns from CLC Members (All) 

• How many meetings will there be with the CLC?  Proposed as a monthly basis – 
but can be adjusted. 
 

• Request for a public meeting.  
 

• CLC member raised concern that committee members can't answer community 
questions without IESO Nova Scotia information and that this is prolonging the 
community learning curve. 
 

• Discussion about CLC operations – i.e. membership term length to address 
learning curve, succession planning. 
 

• Consider having a liaison between Marshdale and Salt Springs CLCs.  
 

• CLC member with experience with EAs recommended to fellow members to 
focus on the facts and that the conversation is continuing to inform the design, 
there are still many steps ahead – i.e. fish assessment, industrial approval.  
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This member offered to assist, based on his experience, and pointed out there 
are positives to the project. 

5. Community Benefits 

This agenda item was deferred to future meetings. 

6. Next Meeting Planning 

 

Proposed timeframe: Last week of February 

 

Suggested Agenda Topics: 
• More information on water usage, emissions, facility technology, well 

monitoring and impacts to wells 
• Environmental Assessment decision 

 
Action Items: 

1. IESO Nova Scotia to update CLC Terms of Reference and provide CLC with 

updated copy for review at next meeting 

2. IESO Nova Scotia to prepare additional printed materials for the CLC and 

community more broadly. 

3. IESO Nova Scotia to report back on EA decision at next CLC meeting 

4. Members requested additional in person community meetings. As a next step, 

IESO Nova Scotia noted there is a scheduled update to MOPC at a Committee of 

the Whole meeting on March 4. 

 

 

Adjournment: 

• The meeting was adjourned at 8:30pm. 
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