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Fast Acting Natural Gas Power Generation – Salt Springs 
Community Liaison Committee Meeting Minutes 

February 25, 2026 
6:30pm, In person meeting format 

 
 

1. Welcome and Adoption of Agenda (All) 

Welcome remarks from Chair, including safety moment. 

 
2. Review and Approval of Last Meeting’s Minutes (All) 
CLC member’s comments were received. Will not move to approve tonight as limited time 
to review. Next meeting agenda will include approval of the minutes for the first two 
meetings. 

3. Review of Last Meeting’s Action Items (IESO Nova Scotia) 
a. Action: IESO Nova Scotia to update CLC Terms of Reference and provide CLC with 

updated copy for review at next meeting.  Terms of Reference distributed. 

Discussion on 1.1 Purpose: 
• "will facilitate communication" - what do we envision as facilitate and as provide 

opportunities 
o Examples - coffee with locals, or facilitate a contact - provide them IESO NS 

contact 
o Desire to have more printed materials and in particular on explaining the 

technologies 
o Consideration to prepare a booklet including more of the information - 

member recommendation to have multiple copies (i.e. 1000 print run) 
available - i.e. leverage the answers to the questions already asked - 
consideration to create graphics to assist with the answers - include an 
index on the topics 

• "Provide an opportunity for public" - Observer asked about additional open public 
meetings - i.e. at West River Fire Hall 

o IESO Nova Scotia want to ensure new information to provide 
o Ensure that it would be an informative exchange 
o Upcoming Council presentation 

• "Two-way conversation" - is CLC membership the only way to exchange information 
o Request for additional resources again 
o CLC members have additional information and providing questions through 

to CLC 
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b. Action: IESO Nova Scotia to prepare additional printed materials for the CLC and 
community more broadly.   

IESO Nova Scotia currently has additional printed materials in production to 
supplement those distributed tonight at meeting. 

c. Action: IESO Nova Scotia to report back on EA decision at next CLC meeting. 
Follows later in the agenda.  

3. Project Overview & Update (full project overview presentation including 
Environmental Assessment decision was provided in a Slide deck)  
Discussion has been grouped by topic with a summary of the discussion. 

• Proposed Project Technology 
o Combined Cycle vs. Simple Cycle Technology 

A CLC member noted that Combined Cycle technology is typically considered 
more efficient and may be more desirable from a community perspective. IESO 
Nova Scotia explained that the province requires fast-acting generation to 
respond to fluctuating wind output (“chasing the wind”), and Simple Cycle 
turbines provide the fast start capability required. Members requested 
clarification on the term “chasing the wind.” IESO Nova Scotia explained that 
fast-acting natural gas generation is dispatched when renewable energy 
(particularly wind) is insufficient and after imports and battery storage are 
utilized. During peak periods, Simple Cycle facilities are more practical due to 
their responsiveness; Combined Cycle plants also require a larger footprint and 
significantly more water. Current permitting is for Simple Cycle technology 
given system needs. 

o Stack Height, Materials and Emissions Dispersion 
A member asked whether Simple Cycle turbines require a lower stack and how 
stack height is determined, noting concerns about the Salt Springs valley setting 
and comparisons to Trenton and Northern Pulp emissions. 
IESO Nova Scotia explained that the facility will not emit particulate matter in 
quantities comparable to those industries and that stack height is determined 
through detailed modelling to meet regulatory dispersion requirements. A 
member asked whether stacks would be concrete or steel. IESO Nova Scotia 
replied that the selected proponent will determine the final design. 

o Ensuring Reliability and Maintenance Compliance 

Members asked how IESO Nova Scotia enforces maintenance obligations. IESO 
stated commercial contract terms govern compliance and oversight including 
contractual penalties for non-compliance.  
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• Environmental Concerns and Permitting 
o Past Industry Compliance in Pictou County and Health Impact Concerns 

Members expressed concern that previous industrial facilities in the region did 
not meet compliance and negatively impacted the community. Members raised 
general concerns about health impacts. Members cited historical experiences 
contributing to concerns about trust. 

o Environmental Assessment Conditions 
Members emphasized that conditions of the Provincial EA decision must 
transfer fully to the Proponent. IESO Nova Scotia confirmed that all EA 
conditions and regulatory obligations transfer with the project. Members asked 
about the “Approval Holder.” IESO Nova Scotia remains the Approval Holder 
but will seek Ministerial approval to transfer it to the selected Proponent, who 
then becomes responsible for all compliance reporting. 

o Environmental and Species-at-Risk Concerns 
Some CLC members emphasized that environmental impacts, including 
species at risk, are too great for the community. 

o KMKNO Comments and Salmon Concerns 
Members referenced KMKNO’s EA comments. IESO Nova Scotia stated ongoing 
engagement with KMKNO and acknowledged the importance of protecting 
young salmon. 

o West River Salmon Priority 
A member stressed that salmon populations in the West River are a priority. 
Concerns were raised about reduced flow in Six Mile Brook and risks to an 
otherwise relatively untouched watershed. 

• Community Engagement 
o Public Concerns Not Resolved 

A member expressed that community concerns remain unaddressed and will 
persist. 

o Is This a Proposal or a Project? 

IESO Nova Scotia outlined upcoming steps: 
– Aquifer investigations to determine water supply sufficiency 

– Water withdrawal permitting (approx. 23,000 L/day; alternative technologies 
considered if permits cannot be secured) 
– Municipal Development Agreement with Municipality of Pictou County 

– RFP launch and receipt of bids 

– Final decision on proceeding with one or both facilities 
o What Could Shut Down the Process? 

Members asked what could stop the project. IESO Nova Scotia referenced the 
various  key decision stages and permitting requirements that are still required. 
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o Community Preference and Timing of Engagement 
A Councillor noted that most Salt Springs residents do not want the Facility and 
expressed that consultation should have occurred earlier. IESO Nova Scotia 
explained that engagement timing must follow a point where sufficient project 
information is available. 

• Fuel Storage and Usage 
o Natural Gas Supply Risk (U.S. Curtailment) 

Members asked what happens if the U.S. cuts off natural gas. IESO Nova Scotia 
noted the risk is included in long-term planning and highlighted the interest in 
emerging alternatives such as biodiesel and renewable fuels including 
hydrogen. 

o Fuel Oil Storage Safety 
Concern raised regarding the safety of storing ~9 million litres of fuel oil onsite. 

o Hydrogen-Related Questions 

Members asked why hydrogen was not emphasized in the EA. IESO Nova Scotia 
stated most turbines will be hydrogen capable, and hydrogen 
storage/combustion capabilities are tied to 25-year design cycles as fuel supply 
becomes locally available at economic prices. 

• Electricity Grid 
o Transmission Grid Ownership and System Operator Role 

Members asked who owns the transmission grid. IESO Nova Scotia clarified 
that IESO NS is the System Operator responsible for planning,  procuring and 
dispatching electricity supply through the transmission system , while Nova 
Scotia Power will retain ownership of the transmission infrastructure (i.e. 
powerlines, poles, towers, and existing electricity generating stations). 

o Onslow–NB Transmission Line 

Members asked about the proposed new power line from Onslow to New 
Brunswick. IESO Nova Scotia explained it will be jointly owned by Nova Scotia 
Power and First Nations partners. 

o Future Role of Emera 

Members asked whether Emera will be phased out. IESO Nova Scotia explained 
that Emera remains the owner of many electricity system assets, including 
many generating stations and the province’s transmission and distribution 
infrastructure, and may participate in future procurement rounds. 

o Future of the Trenton Coal Plant 
IESO Nova Scotia explained that Trenton is a Nova Scotia Power asset. 
Decisions about redevelopment are made by Nova Scotia Power and the 
Province. Coal retirement is provincial and federal government policy. NSP may 
submit conversion proposals to the Nova Scotia Utility and Review Board, 
aligned with provincial emissions targets. 
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o Expected Facility Operation (Annual Run Time) 
Members asked how often the plant would operate. IESO Nova Scotia stated 
modelling assumes ~25% annual capacity factor. 

o Overall System Plan and Role of Salt Springs 

Members asked where Salt Springs fits into the broader plan (batteries, 
hydrogen, etc.). IESO Nova Scotia outlined the mix of independent producers, 
pipelines, hydrogen potential, IRP guidance, and existing battery projects (three 
operational; Trenton proposed for battery project). 

o Why Not Fast-Acting Gas Generation Near Trenton Batteries? 

Batteries provide ~4 hours of storage, while renewable variability can extend far 
beyond that duration. 

• Miscellaneous 
o Rural vs. Industrial Location Concerns 

CLC members shared that many community questions focus on why the facility 
is proposed in a rural setting rather than an industrial site such as Trenton. IESO 
Nova Scotia explained that Trenton lacks a suitable natural gas supply: the 
Northern Pulp spur line is too small. Industrial alternatives would require 
substantial new pipeline and transmission infrastructure, impacting project 
cost and ratepayers. A member suggested locating the plant at the Michelin site 
instead of Salt Springs. Members asked why adding compression to serve 
Trenton is not considered. IESO Nova Scotia explained that compression is not 
a viable solution for this situation. 

o Land Expropriation Concerns 
A member noted that family experiences in Guysborough with land 
expropriation for an LNG line contribute to mistrust. 

o Property Values 
Members shared concerns that health risks and potential well impacts could 
reduce property values. IESO Nova Scotia noted that regulatory compliance 
should mitigate such impacts but understands community concerns. 

o Extra Costs 
Potential extra costs include compensation for private well impacts or a shift to 
alternative technologies requiring less water. Concern was expressed about the 
potential cost to the Proponent if 50 private wells were affected. 
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4. Questions / Concerns from CLC Members (All) 

Included in agenda item above. 

5. Next Meeting Planning 
Proposed timeframe: March 25, 6:30pm 
Suggested Agenda Topics: 

1. Site assessment progress 
2. RFP launch 
3. Community investment  
4. IESO Nova Scotia Reply to IAAC Summary of Issues 

 
Action Items: 

1. IESO Nova Scotia to provide printed materials suitable for distribution to the 
community. 

 
Adjournment: 

• The meeting was adjourned at 8:30pm. 
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