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Fast Acting Natural Gas Power Generation - Marshdale 
Community Liaison Committee Meeting Minutes 

January 22, 2026 
6:30pm, Eureka Fire Hall 

 

 

1. Welcome and Introductions (All) 

 

The Chair opened the meeting at 6:30pm and welcomed participants. A round of 

introductions was completed by all attendees. 

 

 

2. Review of Community Liaison Committee Terms of Reference (All) 

 

IESO Nova Scotia presented the benefit of having a Community Liaison Committee. 

Following this, the Terms of Reference were reviewed with the Committee. 

 

Key Points Raised by CLC Members: 

• One year term is a short time to get up to speed - consider two-year terms with 

option to renew for a second term 

• Add rules about attendance – a set minimum of missing consecutive meetings 

leading to removal from committee membership. 

• Include language about the ability to resign from committee 

• Maximum number of years or terms should be included - i.e. 6 years 

• Eventually need ability to assign staggered terms (i.e. 1/3 / 1/3 / 1/3) 

• Assume that the CLC will continue well into future - i.e. into Operations 

• Good to have a variety of voices/perspectives on the CLC (i.e. skill sets, 

interests, etc.) 

• Quorum – spell out the min / max - "acceptable level of participation" - 

Members should make best efforts to attend each meeting as the CLC has 

scheduled a meeting to exchange important project information. 

• Operate from agenda 

 

Action: 

The Committee asked that the above points be included in the Terms of Reference and 

an updated version be reviewed at the next meeting. 

 

 

3. Project Update (IESO Nova Scotia / Strum Consulting) 

 

a. Environmental Assessment (EA) Registration 

• Registration date: December 22, 2025 
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• Public comment period open until February 9, 2026 

• Anticipated Provincial EA decision date: February 19, 2026 

• Summary of EA findings was presented as well as the harmonized federal and 

provincial processes. If full Federal EA triggered, would be multi-year process. 

• Discussion on Provincial Class I vs. Class II EA. A conditional approval would 

come with conditions and commitments. 

• CLC member asked if there was a conflict of interest for NSECC assessing IESO 

NS’s EA. Explanation provided of no conflict, the regulator follows same 

process for all applicants and IESO Nova Scotia is independent of and separate 

from government. 

• CLC member asked if IAAC conducts a local evaluation, i.e. site visits / local 

interviews. Process explained that Atlantic regional office of IAAC is completing 

this assessment but they do not typically go to the site at this stage. 

• If the project receives EA approval with conditions, a next step would include 

applying for a Municipal Development Agreement. 

• A CLC member asked if the white box on the map was the only area studied. 

Strum explained that the study area actually varies depending on what is being 

assessed, and in some cases goes beyond the site into the surrounding local 

area. 

• A CLC member raised concerns about the marsh near the project site and its 

importance for wildlife. Strum explained that the Environmental Assessment 

looks at overall project impacts across the wider area, rather than focusing on 

the specific conditions or species in that particular marsh. 

• Discussion on land for the facility – there is an option with the landowner to 

purchase a parcel of land which is larger than the project footprint shown on 

the map. 

 

b. Site Investigations 

• IESO Nova Scotia gave overview of ongoing and planned site investigations: 

o Geotechnical work 

▪ Informs construction cost assumptions 

o Water aquifer testing 

▪ Additional information required 

▪ If insufficient groundwater is found, or if testing determines that 

impact to local well water levels would be likely, IESO Nova 

Scotia will explore Selective Catalytic Reduction (SCR) 

equipment, which is an alternative method for advanced 

emission control that does not require high volumes of water. 

▪ Investigative wells will be drilled at greater depths than 

residential wells in the area  

▪ CLC members discussed areas where there may sufficient 

groundwater resources 
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o A CLC member requested clarification on average household water use, 

following the Open House statement that the facility would use an 

amount of water equivalent to approximately 750 homes. 

 

 

Action: 

Provide additional information on quantity of water used in an average home   

 

c. Request for Proposals (RFP) 

• IESO Nova Scotia gave an overview of the RFP process to select a proponent to 

design, build, own, and operate the facility. RFP launch was planned for 

January, now revised to March.   

• Site preparation work is currently underway by IESO Nova Scotia and will 

transition to the selected proponent once the contract is awarded. Notification 

of the award is anticipated this summer. 

• CLC member expressed sensitivities about American ownership and fracked gas 

and encouraged the use of Canadian steel. IESO Nova Scotia said there are no 

Canadian ownership requirements in RFP; however, there are requirements for 

local and Mi’kmaw benefits.  

• CLC member expressed preference for bidders to state % of Canadian content 

• A CLC member asked whether IESO Nova Scotia would consider local 

requirements as part of its assessment. At present, this is not a primary 

evaluation factor, as the organization must focus on its core mandate—ensuring 

reliability and timely delivery—while identifying the lowest-cost solution for 

the system. 

• Emera is not expected to bid on this procurement 

• Bid price for this procurement will not be negotiated with Province or Nova 

Scotia Power after - contract is with IESO Nova Scotia. 

 

Action: 

• Request from 5 committee members to have copies of Federal EA (IPD) printed 

and mailed to them 

• Report back on EA decision at next CLC meeting 

 

 

4. Community / CLC Member Questions and Discussion (CLC Members) 

 

• What will IESO Nova Scotia do if there is not enough groundwater found 

during testing?  

If there is insufficient groundwater, IESO Nova Scotia will explore the use of 

costlier alternative technology that would use less water.  

 

• How was the sizing of 300 MW determined? 
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IESO Nova Scotia explained that previous Integrated Resource Plans for the 

province (long-term plans for the electricity system) completed by Nova Scotia 

Power identified the need for 300 MW of dispatchable power. The size was also 

informed by NSECC’s Class 1 undertaking limit for the Environmental 

Assessment. 

 

• CLC member asked whether limited capacity at the Hopewell Substation 

could restrict the ability of local solar and wind projects to connect to the 

grid because of this Facility’s interconnection. 

There are still opportunities for more capacity as this Facility has not gone into 

the interconnection queue. Further discussion required as to why wind/solar 

being discouraged - should be opportunities for both renewables and this 

Facility in this area. 

 

• Are Marshdale and Salt Springs on separate transmission lines?  

Yes they are. 

 

• Will both Salt Springs and Marshdale facilities go ahead? 

One or both may go ahead, but unlikely that none go ahead. 

 

• Noise level? 

Noise similar to LM 6000 at Tufts Cove, Dartmouth (Nova Scotia Power). 

 

• Is there sufficient capacity in the natural gas pipeline to source both the 

Marshdale and Salt Springs Facilities? Where are molecules from, does it 

require a Nova Scotia source of natural gas? 

There is sufficient capacity in the existing pipeline to serve both facilities. The 

natural gas will be sourced from the broader North American pipeline network, 

which currently does not include supplies from Nova Scotia. Natural gas will be 

used as the primary fuel when it is economically viable. 

  

• How to pay for fuel? 

IESO Nova Scotia will provide a fuel plan that the Facility owner must follow, 

and this fuel plan will get updated annually to ensure environmental objectives 

are met at least cost to ratepayers. 

 

• Pathway to using renewables at the Facility? 

The use of renewable natural gas or biodiesel won't require retrofits to the 

Facility; however, hydrogen may require retrofits. 

 

• Could the facility use municipal water source?  

According to communications from the Town of New Glasgow, current water 

supply is considered inadequate for anything more than an additional 20 homes 
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in the community, so unlikely that municipal water would be used in the 

Facility. 

 

• Why site the facility here? 

The site was selected due to its strategic location at the intersection of a 30-

inch natural gas pipeline and an existing transmission line with the appropriate 

voltage, making it well suited for efficient and reliable operation. 

 

 

5. Community Benefits (All) 

a. Jobs and Economic Development 

• Discussion of employment opportunities, local procurement, and workforce 

development 

 

b. Community Sponsorship 

• CLC member expressed that current procurement should require Proponent to 

be a “good citizen” and include identified community priorities in their 

community benefits  

• Community sponsorship will likely be an annual dollar amount instead of a 

percentage 

• How do you define community? Parameters, geographic limits? CLC to inform 

this - i.e. "area impacted" 

• Consider impacted environment, i.e. wetland compensation should be local 

• CLC emphasized the importance of its mandate to provide input on community 

benefits. 

 

Action item:  

Send out a survey to have CLC identify area impacted and community priorities 

 

 

6. Next Meeting Planning (All) 

 

Proposed Date: tentative Thursday Feb. 26, 2026 

Location: tentative Eureka Fire Hall 

 

Suggested Agenda Topics: 

• Environmental Assessment decision 

• Impacts to White Hill Road and local infrastructure  

• Survey results – community benefits and area of impact 

 

Action Items: 

1. IESO Nova Scotia to update CLC Terms of Reference and provide CLC with 

updated copy for review at next meeting 
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2. IESO Nova Scotia to mail out copies of Federal EA (IPD) to 5 committee 

members 

3. IESO Nova Scotia to report back on EA decision at next CLC meeting 

4. IESO Nova Scotia to provide additional information on quantity of water used in 

an average home   

5. IESO Nova Scotia to send out a survey so CLC members can identify area 

impacted and community priorities 

 

Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:40pm. 


