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Fast Acting Natural Gas Power Generation – Marshdale 
Community Liaison Committee Meeting Minutes 

February 26, 2026 
6:30pm, MOPC Council Chambers 

 
 
 

1. Welcome and Adoption of Agenda (All)  

The Chair opened the meeting and welcomed participants. A round of introductions was 
completed for a new member in attendance. The agenda was presented as previously 
distributed. 

 

2. Review and Approval of Last Meeting’s Minutes (All) 

It was noted that attendee names will not be included in the minutes. 

Minutes will continue to be a summary of discussion, not a verbatim transcript. 

 

3. Review of Action Items from Last Meeting (IESO Nova Scotia) 
a. Update CLC Terms of Reference (ToR): ToR remains a living document; one member 

had not received the attachment; some fields remain to be completed (e.g., number 
of committee members). 

b. Mail copies of the Federal EA (IPD – Plain Language Summary) to 5 CLC members: 
completed 

c. Report back on EA decision at next meeting: addressed under Project Update. 
d. Provide additional information on average household water use: addressed under 

Project Update. 
e. Send survey so CLC members can identify area impacted and community priorities: 

survey remains open for additional responses. 

 

4. Project Update (IESO Nova Scotia) 

a. Environmental Assessment (EA) Decision – Review of Conditions of Approval:  

• Members emphasized the importance of transparent public communication 
regarding approval conditions. 

• Requests were made for summary materials, progress tracking tools, and simplified 
documentation. 

• Federal Summary of Issues was presented and discussed.  The process was 
described within the 180-day window how federal permitting still applies even if 
project screened out of IA. 
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• Mi’kmaw engagement to date, including consideration of species such as salmon, 
eel, and black ash, was reviewed. 

• Health impacts, emissions modelling, methane leakage, thermal inversion 
scenarios, and GHG considerations were discussed. 

Actions:   

• IESO Nova Scotia to compile a summary document of the EA decision suitable for 
sharing with community 

• Member sourced information on Methane Leakage to be shared with CLC. 

 

b. Groundwater Testing   
• Geotechnical borehole work is underway to assess karst conditions. 
• Three wells completed to date have yielded little to no water. 
• IESO Nova Scotia advised that an EA amendment would only be required if project 

needs differ from the approved application. 
• Estimated water demand is 400–500 gpm (26,000–34,000 gallons per hour). 
• Reverse osmosis treatment was described; no chemicals or temperature changes 

are expected. 

 

c. Proponent Request For Proposals 
• Draft RFP documents are under development and expected to be released in April. 
• Project award is anticipated in early fall, with transparency around schedule 

changes. 
• Members discussed capacity payments, anticipated operating time (~25%), and 

typical facility costs. 
• Questions regarding equipment start‑up frequency and meeting 2030 coal 

phase‑out requirements were addressed. 

 

5. Community Feedback and Questions (All) 
• Why fossil fuels? IESO referenced the Integrated Resource Plan and the need for 

fast-acting capacity to enable renewables by 2030. 
• Could batteries replace this project? Battery storage typically provides 4–6 hours, 

insufficient for reliability needs. 
• Where does solar fit? Solar does not materially contribute to winter peak. 
• Why not site at Trenton? No natural gas access; sites require proximity to natural 

gas and suitable transmission. 
• Regional sourcing: The region is interconnected; example noted of 100 MW to be 

purchased from NB Power’s Tantramar facility. 
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• Private land: The facility is on private land surrounded by private parcels, reducing 
parcel-by-parcel outreach needs. 

• Salt Springs CLC status: Threatening communications prompted cancellation of 
that CLC and introduction of enhanced security procedures; members expressed 
support for safety measures. 

 

6. Potential Impacts to White Hill Road and Local Infrastructure (All) 
• Likely routing for materials/fuel via Exit 20 → Pleasant Valley → White Hill Road, 

avoiding Stellarton main streets. 
• Road generally in good condition, with ~3.3 km unpaved near the marsh. 
• Member requested support for paving and suggested including related costs in the 

RFP to mitigate dust and icing. 
• Existing quarry traffic and heavy truck impacts noted. 
• Noted that upgrading a provincial asset through the RFP could be complex; IESO 

may consider language encouraging proponent contributions to road 
improvements. 

 

7. CLC Member Survey Results: Community Benefits & Area of Impact (All) 
• Survey remains open to allow more participation; trend is to consider beyond 

Marshdale. 
• Climate Change Committee seedling giveaway program (~$5k) discussed as a 

potential benefit. 
• Climate Summit (May 29–30, Pictou Wellness Centre): 

workshops/panels/tradeshow; potential outreach opportunity for the project. 
• Examples of other local benefits noted (e.g., support for family programming at 

W.N. Sobey Complex); discussion on needs for teenagers. 

Action: 

IESO Nova Scotia to continue collecting responses to the CLC survey. 

 

8. Next Meeting Planning (All) 

9. Proposed Date: Thursday Mar. 26, 2026  
10. Location: MOPC Council Chambers (availability TBC)  

 

Handout provided summarizing project information to date. 

Members are invited to submit agenda items a few weeks in advance. 
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Action Items: 

• IESO Nova Scotia to compile a summary document of the EA decision suitable for 
sharing with community 

• Member sourced information on Methane Leakage to be shared with CLC. 
• IESO Nova Scotia to continue collecting responses to the CLC survey. 

Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm. 


